Federal Wax Cylinder Project

Passamaquoddy Wax Cylinders
Jesse Walter Fewkes Passamaquoddy cylinders, recorded in 1890, are historically important, for they represent the first efforts to collect music for scientific analysis. Scarcely a year after Edison’s invention became available commercially, Fewkes made an experimental field trip to the Passamaquoddy settlements in Maine to gain familiarity with the new equipment and to develop his own procedures for recording Indian speech and song. The trip was undertaken in preparation for the second Hemenway Expedition later that year, on which Fewkes was to record Zuni songs and narratives. His awareness of the importance of this new means of preserving sound is evident in his opening statement in “A Contribution to Passamaquoddy Folklore,” published in the Journal of American Folklore within months of his trip. 


The study of aboriginal folklore cannot reach its highest scientific value until some method is adopted by means of which an accurate record of the stories can be obtained and preserved…as a means of preserving the songs and tales of races which are fast becoming extinct, the phonograph is, I believe, destined to play an important part in future researches.


Fewkes publication based on the recordings can be considered one of the earliest in ethnomusicology. Even though it is devoted mostly to English versions of several of the stories he collected, the article also includes ethnographic data about traditional Passamaquoddy beliefs concerning music, descriptions of song contexts and musical instruments, a complete account of the choreography of the snake dance, three musical transcriptions by S.B. Cheney, song texts recovered and translated, and discussions of performance practices. 


The state of the Fewkes Passamaquoddy collect reflects the age of the recordings and a history of being stored in various places over a long period of time. The sound quality of the cylinders is fair, but surface noise obscures some of the program and Fewkes identifying announcements. A cross check with Fewkes list of recordings shows that over time some of the recordings were lost or discarded; only 18 of the 35 listed can be positively correlated. Most of the narratives are incomplete because of the missing cylinders. Since the stories collected were al too long to be accommodated on single cylinders, Fewkes used several, numbering them consecutively. But for the story of the fisher and the sable, for example, we have only numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8. also missing are Fewkes cylinders number 5, English words with Passamaquoddy translations, and number 23, a dialogue between his two principal informants, Peter Selmore and Noel Josephs – the latter is called Newell Joseph in Fewkes recorded announcements.


The collection poses problems in documentation fairly typical of those facing the federal cylinder project. The Passamaquoddy material had been mixed in with some Zuni and Hopi cylinders recorded by Fewkes in 1890-91 and with miscellaneous lectures, sound tests, and demonstrations of the phonograph. When there are no announcements or when the recording is obscured by surface noise, the process of sorting out the collections is not always straightforward. The cavity of one cylinder contained a note identifying it as Hopi, but the narrated description of the snake dance on the recording is repeated nearly verbatim in Fewkes Passamaquoddy article, so clearly the Passamaquoddy rather than the Hopi snake dance is documented on the cylinder. (end page 3-4.)      
PASSAMAQUODDY INDIAN MUSIC
AND SPOKEN WORD

THE JESSE WALTER FEWKES COLLECTION
COLLECTOR: Jesse Walter Fewkes (1850-1930)

PERFORMERS: Peter Selmore, Noel Joseph, J. Walter Fewkes

LOCATION: Calais, Maine; Boston?

DATES: March 1890; 

PROVENANCE: Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology 

                             Harvard University

                             11 Divinity Avenue


                 Cambridge, Mass. 02138

CYLINDER NUMBERS: 
4,232- 4, 262

AFS NUMBERS: 

14,737 – 14,739


Thirty-one four-inch cylinders of Passamaquoddy Indian music and spoken word recorded by Jesse Walter Fewkes in March 1890 in Calais, Maine. The cylinders were received by exchange from the Peabody Museum in 1970.
These are the earliest known field-recorded cylinders of Native American song and narrative, collected by Fewkes primarily as a test in preparation for his work with the Second Hemenway Expedition to the southwestern pueblos beginning in the summer of 1890. The trip to Maine was a learning experience as well as a time to practice using the equipment intended for the expedition; Fewkes’s letter to Mary Hemenway, dated March 16, 1890, expressed his astonishment at the extensive mythology of the Passamaquoddy Indians (quoted in Edwin L. Wade and Lea S. McChesney, America’s Great Lost Expedition, Heard Museum, 1980, p. 8).

Fewkes’s fieldnotes are in a notebook at the National Anthropological Archives (ms. 4408: 9). References to these notes are indicated by page numbers following “Ms” in the NOTES section. Fewkes published a report on his recordings in the Journal of American Folk-lore 3, no. 11 (1890):257-80. References to “A Contribution to Passamaquoddy Folk-Lore” are indicated by page numbers following “JAF”. He lectured about his trip to Maine and about the significance of the Edison phonograph; a portion of one of the lectures is found on cylinder 4,251. He also demonstrated the wonders of “Mr. Phonograph” to a visiting Passamaquoddy about a year after the trip to Maine (see cylinders 4,232 and 4,247).
Apart from the lecture and demonstration material, this collection includes several Passamaquoddy narratives, vocabulary and number lists, descriptions of the Snake Dance, a war song, and a trading song. David A. Francis, a Passamaquoddy from the Pleasant Point reservation near Eastport, Maine, listened to and translated the audible portions of the cylinders in 1983, thus clarifying and confirming their contents.

When transferred to the Library of Congress, the Passamaquoddy cylinders were not in any particular order and were interspersed with Fewkes’s Hopi, Zuni, and miscellaneous recordings. The various narratives are scattered through the collection and are not always complete. The following list specifies the portions of the stories which have been identified and the cylinders on which they are found:
Story of the Fisher and the Sable


#1-4238, #2-4245, #3-4261,


#4-4233, #8-4252

Story of the Medicine Man


#2-4234, #3-4255

Story of the Swamp Woman

#1-4237, #2-4250

Glooscap and the Animals


#2-4262, #3-4241

Story of the Raccoon


#1-4242, #2-4246

Leux and the Three Fires


#1-4253, #2-4244

Descriptions of the Snake Dance and its songs are found on cylinders 4235, 4251, 4256.

On the preservation tapes, the recording engineer identifies the cylinders by their position in the storage boxes transferred from the Peabody Museum (“STORAGE NO.” in the catalog).

PASSAMAQUODDY INDIAN MUSIC AND SPOKEN WORD

THE JESSE WALTER FEWKES COLLECTION
CYLINDER NO. 
4,232


TIME 

1:03     
AFS NO.

14,737: A3

QUALITY
FAIR
STORAGE NO.
BOX 2, CYL. 4

DESCRIPTION
(Fewkes demonstrates “Mr. Phonograph” to a visiting Passamaquoddy.)

PERFORMER

J. Walter Fewkes

LOCATION

(Boston?)

DATE


(early 1891?)

NOTES

Cylinder 4,247 is Fewkes second attempt and has better sound quality.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
CYLINDER NO.
4,233


TIME

2:33
AFS NO. 

14, 737: A5

QUALITY
GOOD

STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 6



DESCRIPTION 
Part 4—Story of the Fisher and the Sable.

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 17, 1890

NOTES

False start by engineer. (ANNOUNCEMENT):




“Passamaquoddy story of the Fisher and the Sable, #4.”




JAF: 266-70. Ms. 39, 47-52.           
CYLINDER NO. 
4,234


TIME

2:41
AFS NO.

14,737: A6

QUALITY 
GOOD

STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 7

DESCRIPTION
Part 2—Story of the Medicine Man.

PERFORMER

(Peter Selmore or Noel Josephs)

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES

(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Story of the Medicine Man, #2.”




JAF: 273-74. Ms. 33, 53ff.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,235


TIME

2:41
AFS NO.

14,737


QUALITY
GOOD

STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 10


DESCRIPTION
1) (Description of the Snake song and dance).




2) (1:07) Snake song.

PERFORMER
Noel Joseph

LOCATION 

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 18, 1890

NOTES

Surface noise, especially in last 30 seconds.
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Snake song and description by Newell Josephs of the Passamaquoddy tribe, Calais, Maine, March 18, 1890.”
JAF: 261-63. Ms. 5-6, 9, 57.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
CYLINDER NO. 
4,236


TIME

2:35

AFS NO.

14,737: A10

QUALITY
GOOD

STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 11


DESCRIPTION
1) (:15—Description of the Snake song and dance).




2) (1:10) Snake song.

PERFORMER
Noel Josephs

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 18, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Snake song and description by Newell Josephs of the Passamaquoddy tribe at Calais, Maine, on the 18th of February (sic), 1890.”

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​CYLINER NO. 
4,237


TIME 

2:22

AFS NO.

14, 737: ALL

QUALITY
FAIR

STORAGE NO.
BOX 2, CYL. 12


DESCRIPTION 
(:17) History of the Swamp Woman (Part 1).

PERFORMER

Noel Josephs

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “History of the Swamp Woman, by Newell Josephs, taken by J. Walter Fewkes, March 15th, 1890.” Ms: 8.

​​CYLINDER NO. 
4,238


TIME

2:23

AFS NO. 

14,737


QUALITY
FAIR/GOOD

STORAGE NO.
BOX 2, CYL. 16


DESCRIPTION
1) (:19) Part 1—Story of the Fisher and the Sable.




2) (1:25—Unidentified song).




3) (2:03—Narrative continues).

PERFORMERS
Peter Selmore

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 17, 1890

NOTES

False start by engineer. (ANNOUNCEMENT):

“Passamaquoddy story by the Fisher and the Sable by Peter Selmore, taken by J. Walter Fewkes on the 17th of March, 1890.”




JAF: 266-70. Ms: 39, 47-52.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,239


TIME 

2:38

AFS NO.

14,737: A17

QUALITY
FAIR

STORAGE NO.
BOX 2, CYL. 20


DESCRIPTION
1) (:22—Speech, probably counting).




2) (:56—Speech, drills or rhymes).




3) (1:53—Speech, days of the week).




4) (2:15) Funeral song.

PERFORMER
Noel Josephs

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT at the beginning): “Two drills and counting-out rhymes by Newell Josephs, taken by J. Walter Fewkes on the 15th day of March, 1890.” (ANNOUNCEMENT at 1:49): “Days of the week, and funeral song.” JAF: 276. Ms. 10.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,240


TIME

1:55
AFS NO.

14,737: A18

QUALITY
GOOD

STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 21


DESCRIPTION 
(:18—Speech, vocabulary items.)

PERFORMER

Noel Josephs

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Vocabulary from the Passamaquoddy Indians taken from page 82 of the Smithsonian Schedule, March the 15th, 1890, by Newell Josephs.” JAF: 258, #4. Ms. 8.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,241



TIME

2:51
AFS NO.

14,737: A19


QUALITY
POOR
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 24
DESCRIPTION 
Part 3—Glooscap and the animals.
PERFORMER

Noel Josephs

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Glooscap and the animals, #3, put on the phonograph March 15th, 1890—story told by Newell Joseph.” Ms. 8.
CYLINDER NO. 
4,242


TIME

2:10
AFS NO.

14,737: B4

QUALITY
FAIR
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 28

DESCRIPTION 
Story of the Raccoon (Part 1).

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 16, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “The Story of the raccoon by Peter Selmore, taken by J. Walter Fewkes on the 16th of March, 1890.” Ms: 29-30.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,243


TIME

2:28

AFS NO.

14,737: B5

QUALITY
GOOD

STORAGE NO.
BOX 2, CYL. 30

DESCRIPTION 
(Song of salutation.)

PERFORMER
Noel Josephs

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “…by Newell Joseph, taken by J. Walter Fewkes on the 15th day of March, 1890.” This is the song discussed and transcribed on JAF: 276-77.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,244


TIME

2:42
AFS NO.

14,737: B6

QUALITY
GOOD
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 31

DESCRIPTION 
Part 2--Leux and the three fires.

PERFORMER

Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES

(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Leux and the three fires, #2”

                                    JAF: 270-72.  Ms: 13,  16-19.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,245


TIME

2:34

AFS NO.

14,737: B11

QUALITY
GOOD

STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 36

DESCRIPTION 
Part 2—Story of the Sable and the Fisher (with a brief song at 1:38).

PERFORMER
Peter Selmore

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 17, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “This is part of the story of the Sable and the Fisher, #2.”  JAF: 266-70.  Ms: 39,  47-52.
CYLINDER NO. 
4,246


TIME

2:00
AFS NO.

14,737: B12

QUALITY
GOOD
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 38

DESCRIPTION 
Part 2--Story of the Raccoon 

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 16, 1890

NOTES

(ANNOUNCEMENT): “The Story of the Raccoon, #2.” Ms: 21.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,247


TIME

1:11
AFS NO.

14,737: B15

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 2, CYL. 44

DESCRIPTION 
(Fewkes second attempt at demonstrating “Mr. Phonograph” to his Passamaquoddy visitor.)

PERFORMER

J. Walter Fewkes

LOCATION

Boston?

DATE


early 1891?

NOTES

See cylinder 4, 232, first attempt.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,248


TIME

2:39
AFS NO.

14,738: A1

QUALITY
FAIR
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 1

DESCRIPTION 
Passamaquoddy Story 

PERFORMER

Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES

(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Passamaquoddy Story by Noel Joseph.”

                                    Probably #24 on Fewkes list, JAF: 259. Ms: 38.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,249


TIME

1:32
AFS NO.

14,738: A2

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 2

DESCRIPTION 
(Unidentified song.)

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore or Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 17, 1890

NOTES
(David Francis): “Nitapehsis olu’ which means ‘my little friend.” (Announcement):.taken by J.Walter Fewkes, 17th of March, 1890.”

CYLINDER NO. 
4,250


TIME

0:44
AFS NO.

14,738: A3

QUALITY
FAIR
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 3

DESCRIPTION 
Part 2—History of the Swamp Woman.

PERFORMER

Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES

(ANNOUNCEMENT): “History of the Swamp Woman, #2.” Ms:8 

CYLINDER NO. 
4,251


TIME

2:31
AFS NO.

14,738: A4

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 4

DESCRIPTION 
(Description of Snake Dance.)

PERFORMER

J. Walter Fewkes

LOCATION

Boston?

DATE


Unknown

NOTES
(Enclosed note says “Hopi” but Fewkes words match his text referring to the Passamaquoddy dance on JAF: 262.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,252


TIME

2:43
AFS NO.

14,738: A5

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 5

DESCRIPTION 
Part 8—Story of the Fisher and the Sable.

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 17, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Passamaquoddy Story of the Fisher and the Sable, #8.” JAF: 266-70. ” Ms: 39-40, 47-52.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,253


TIME

2:43
AFS NO.

14,738: A6

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 6

DESCRIPTION 
(:19) Story of Leux and the three fires (Part 1).

PERFORMER

Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Passamaquoddy Story of Leux and the three fires, by Noel Joseph… 1890.”  JAF: 270-72.  Ms: 13,  16-19.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,254


TIME

2:37
AFS NO.

14,738: A7

QUALITY
FAIR/POOR
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 7

DESCRIPTION 
(Continuation of a narrative.)

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore or Noel Joseph
LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES
Sound breaks up between 0:30 and 1:15. The cylinder has not been identified, but the narrative seems to use the same Passamaquoddy speech contours found on other cylinders.
CYLINDER NO. 
4,255


TIME

1:45
AFS NO.

14,738: A11

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 11

DESCRIPTION 
Part 3—Story of the Medicine Man.

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore or Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES

(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Story of the Medicine Man, #3.”

                                    JAF: 273-74.  Ms: 33, 53ff.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,256


TIME

2:19
AFS NO.

14,738: A12

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 10, CYL. 12

DESCRIPTION 
Part  3—Passamaquoddy story.

PERFORMER

Probably Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES

(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Passamaquoddy Story, #3.”
See cylinder 4248.  Ms: 38.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,257


TIME

2:42
AFS NO.

14,738: A15

QUALITY
FAIR
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 14,  Cyl. 2

DESCRIPTION 
Song of the Snake Dance.

PERFORMER

Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Song of the Snake Dance, by Noel Joseph, taken by J. Walter Fewkes on the 15th of March, 1890.” 

CYLINDER NO. 
4,258


TIME

2:29
AFS NO.

14,738: A17

QUALITY
FAIR
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 14, CYL. 4

DESCRIPTION 
Unidentified song.

PERFORMER

Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES
Surface noise. (ANNOUNCEMENT): “…by Noel Joseph, taken by J. Walter Fewkes on the 15th of March, 1890, at Calais, Maine.” Perhaps the chief-making song (#10 on Fewkes list, JAF: 258), or another war song.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,259


TIME

1:40
AFS NO.

14,738: A18

QUALITY
FAIR
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 14, CYL. 5
DESCRIPTION 
(:17) Pronunciation of names of divinities.
PERFORMER

Noel Joseph
LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES
(Label): “Pronunciation of Divinities in Passamaquoddy Mythology.” Inaudible announcement. JAF: 278-79. Ms: 32-33.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,260


TIME

2:45
AFS NO.

14,739: A1

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 3, CYL. 1

DESCRIPTION 
1) (:16) War song.

                                    2) (1:33) Trading song.

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore or Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 1890

NOTES
ANNOUNCEMENTS at the beginning and at 1:22 identify the songs. JAF 263-64. Ms: 22, 28.

CYLINDER NO. 
4,261


TIME

2:54
AFS NO.

14,739: A2

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 3, CYL. 2

DESCRIPTION 
1) (:17) Part 3—Story of the Fisher and the Sable.
                                    2) (1:34—Unidentified song).

                                    3) (2:00—Narrative resumes).

PERFORMER

Peter Selmore

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 17, 1890

NOTES
(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Passamaquoddy Story, “The Fisher and the Sable,” #3.” JAF: 266-70. Ms: 39, 47-52.
CYLINDER NO. 
4,262


TIME

2:47
AFS NO.

14,739: A3

QUALITY
Good
STORAGE NO. 
BOX 3, CYL. 3

DESCRIPTION 
Part 2—Glooscap and the animals..

PERFORMER

Noel Joseph

LOCATION

Calais, Maine

DATE


March 15, 1890

NOTES

(ANNOUNCEMENT): “Glooscap and the animals, #2.” Ms: 8.

