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TO PRESLRVE LANGUAGE.

The Novel Use the Edison Phonegraph Has
Besu Puat To.

The present state of perfection of the Edison
phonograph led e, writes J. Walter Fewkes,
in Nature, to attempt some experiments with
it on our New England Indians, as ameans of
preserving languages which are rapidly be-
coming extinet. I accordingly made a visit
to Calals, Me., and was able, through the
kindness of Mrs. W. Wallace Brown, to take

uron the phonograpn a collection of records
illustrating the language, folk-lore, songs,
and counting-out rhymes of the Passama-
quoddy Indians. My experiments met with
comuplete success, and I was able not only to
take the records, but also to take them so well
that the Indians tuemselves recognized the
volees of other memmbers of the tribe who had
spoken the day before.

One of the most interesting reeords which
was made was the song of the snake dance,
sung by Noel Josephs, who is recognized by
the Passamaquoddies ss the best a.eg_ualnud
of all with this song *‘‘of old time. He 18
alwaye the leader in the dance, and sang it in
the same way as at its last ulafsnnon.

I niso took upon the same wax cyiinder on
wnlch the Impressions are made his account
of the dance, inciuding the ianvitation which
precedes the cerewony.

In addition to the song of the snake dance,
1 obtained on the rhoao ph an interestin
*‘trade song,’”’' and a **Mokawk war song’
which Is very old. Seaveral other songs were
recorded, Any very Interesting old folk
taies were also taken., In some ol those there

occurred ancient son with archaie words,
imitations of tue volces of animals, old and

| young. An ordinary cocversation beiween
two Indians, and a counting-out riyme are
. among the records made.
. 1tound the schedules of the United States
' Bureau of kKthnology of great value inmy
| work, adopted the method of giving Passa-
maguoday and Engl ords consecutively
on tne cylinder. .

Tue reco were all nuinbe and the an-
nouncement of the subjcet m on each In
English. ~ome of the fiilled several
cylinders, but fhere wad Jittie aifficaity in

S v
| in the t. :
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Th {x eylinders were

| taken i all. One aplfe

mson?.:o and bor manvyof the short

| stories. w.

| tule, which sine cylinders, about
e . . ules,"'’ the
L'BTdok Cat and the Woman, " !lh”h_
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